260              Sections peculiar to individual recensions
standing have already gone, and now I am come to take leave of you, who have been
for so long a time my intimate; but nevertheless I too am going." Hearing this the
king in great perturbation reflected: " Alas, if a man's courage leaves him, then what
is left ? For:
4. Let Fortune depart, she is fickle by her very nature; let the virtues with
Understanding at their head depart; let life too take its departure and go; but
let not men's Courage ever forsake them!"
Thereupon the king said: " 0 Courage, let all the rest go, but do not you go! " And
Courage said: " 0 king, where Poverty is I can in no wise stay." The king said:
" Then take this my head! Without you what is the use of life ? " So saying he took
Ms sword, and was about to cut off his own head, when Courage stayed the king by the
hand. Then Courage remained, and his companions Fortune and Understanding
also returned.
Therefore* O king, if such courage is found in you, then mount upon this throne.
Here ends the thirty-second story in the Thirty-two Tales of the Throne